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He openly approved of the revolutionary ten-
dencies in France, and as a result many po-
litical and social exiles found their way to the
Steinthal He spent his entire life at Ban-de-
la-Roche, and was buried there. The Royal
Agricultural Society of France bestowed a
gold metal upon him in 1818. Oberlin College
was named after him.

Oberlin College, a non-sectarian, co-educa-
tional institution of learning, established in
1833 by John J. Shipherd and Philo P. Stewart,
at Oberlin^ Ohio, the institution and the village
being founded simultaneously, and named
after the Alsatian philanthropist, J. F. Ober-
lin. The school was chartered as the Oberlin
Collegiate Institute, the present name being
assumed in 1850.

Oberon, king of the fairies, who, under the
names of Alb&ron or Auberon (French) and Al-
berich (German) plays an important part in the
fairy lore of the Middle Ages.

Obesity, or Corpulency, an abnormal de-
velopment of fat, tending to accumulate most
deeply in the buttocks, thighs, neck, and ab-
domen, both in the walls and the folds of the
peritoneum, also about the heart, liver, and
kidneys. A certain degree of fatness is quite
compatible with health, and it is only when the
fatness begins to interfere with the discharge
of any of the vital powers that it can be re-
garded as a morbid condition. Obesity may
occur at any period of life, but it is most com-
mon after the fortieth year.

The causes of obesity may be divided into
two ill-defined groups, the exogenous and the
endogenous. In the exogenous group may be
placed those in which the only discoverable
cause is a racial or body type or hereditary pre-
disposition, contributory factors being seden-
tary occupations, faulty dietetic habits and
the like. The exogenous types involve consti-
tutional inability to properly balance the
chemical ratio in the body tissue. Such exces-
sive obesity points to a deficiency in metabol-
ism, which prevents the excretion of un-
wholesome waste products, so tending to ill
health, or to a disorder of the endocrine glands.
The mechanism of the latter type of endocrine
disorder is still obscure.

Treatment must be suited to each case; in
the exogenous type diet and exercise must be
carefully regulated. An important point is the
avoidance of too rapid reduction of fat. What
one should aim at is the steady loss of a very
few ounces in the week, the amount of re-
duction being regulated by the age, weight, and
general health.

Obiter Dictum (plural obiter dicta) a pass-

ing remark of a judge having no legal authori-
ty, but containing an opinion worthy of con-
sideration. The word is often used in a general
sense for the opinions of men of note on sub-
jects which they are not supposed to have
studied as experts.

Object, and its correlative, Subject, are
terms used in a perplexing number of meanings.
Thus, it may be said that while ordinarily the
subject is the knowing mind, the object is that
which is known, thought, felt, seen, imagined
In general, however, that .is objective which
deals with the external world, and that sub-
jective which is mainly based on introspection
of mental states. See SUBJECT.

Oblates (Latin oUatus, oblata, 'offered up')
religious bodies in the Roman Catholic Church,
differing from the orders in not being bound
by the vows of the religious profession. The
institution of oblates was one of the reforms
introduced by St. Charles Boromeo, who
founded the Oblates of St. Ambrose in 1578.
The Oblates of Mary Immaculate, founded at
Marseilles in 1815, have about seventy houses,
many of them in the United States, Great
Britain, and Canada.

Obligation, a term in jurisprudence com-
monly employed in a general sense to denote a
binding recognition of a legal duty by a per-
son, or a duty or liability imposed by law. It
is therefore a broader term than contract. An
obligation may be incurred either in a personal
or a representative capacity. See CONTRACT;
NEGIJGENCE.

Oboe, (French kautbots, German koboe,
hochhols), a treble reed musical instrument, to
which the bassoon may be said to be the bass.
Its reed is double, and consists of two thin
blades of cane attached by silk thread to a
short metal tube. It is one of the most com-
plicated and intricate of wind instruments; is
made variously of boxwood, ebony, cocoa
wood, and silver,,having holes for the fingers
and usually fifteen keys, besides two auto-
matic octave keys to assist the higher notes.
Oboe is also the name of a treble stop on the
organ, its bass being the bassoon.

Obok, or Obock, district on the Red Sea,
about 125 m. s.w. of Aden, part of the French
Somali Coast Protectorate; area, 2,300 sq, m.
The seaport of Obok, acquired by France in
1862, has since 1896 been superseded by Jibuti.

Obolus, an ancient Greek coin, made of an
alloy of silver and copper, in value equal to the
sixth part of a drachrna, or between three and
four cents in United States money.

Obregon, Alvaro (1880-1928), Mexican
public official, was born in Sonora. In 1912 he